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Notice PM-2240
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Farm Service Agency
Washington, DC 20250

For:  FAS, RMA, and FSA Employees

New Thrift Savings Plan (TSP) Funds Available
Approved by:  Deputy Administrator, Management

1 Overview

A
Purpose This notice announces the implementation of 2 additional TSP investment funds.

B
Background Contributions to TSP are currently distributed among 3 existing investment funds,

the Government Securities Investment (G) Fund, the Common Stock Index
Investment (C) Fund, and the Fixed Income Index Investment (F) Fund.   

Beginning May 1, 2001, participants will also be able to invest in the Small
Capitalization Stock Index Investment (S) Fund and the International Stock Index
Investment (I) Fund. 

There will now be a total of 5 investment funds for TSP contributions.
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2 Eligibility

A
Who Is Eligible After May 1, 2001, the following participants will be eligible to allocate their own

TSP contributions and/or agency contributions among the 5 investments funds:

& employees who have a TSP account

& employees who do not contribute to TSP, but become eligible for agency
contributions.

Until a new fund allocation is made, agency contributions will be allocated to:

& the employee’s last allocation on record for current participants
& the G fund for new participants.

3 Making Fund Allocations

A
How To Make a
Fund Allocation 

Beginning May 1, 2001, participants are required to request contribution
allocations directly from TSP using 1 of the following methods:

& TSP website at www.tsp.gov, using your TSP personal identification number
(PIN)

& ThriftLine at 504-255-877, using your TSP PIN

& completing TSP-50, and mailing directly to the TSP Service Office.

Contribution amounts must be in 5 percent increments and total 100 percent to be
valid. 

Note: Participants' Servicing Personnel Office can no longer process fund
allocations.  A change in the allocation of future contributions is no longer
an Open Season change and may be changed at any time using the TSP
website, Thriftline, or by completing TSP-50.

Changes in the amount of TSP contributions remain an Open Season election.

Continued on the next page
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3 Making Fund Allocations (Continued)

B
Changing Fund
Allocations

Implementation of the new allocation procedures allows participants to change
how payroll contributions are invested in the following 5 funds at any time:

& C Fund, Common Stock Index Investment Fund
& G Fund, Government Securities Investment Fund
& F Fund, Fixed Income Index Investment Fund 
& S Fund, Small Capitalization Stock Index Investment Fund
& I Fund, International Stock Index Investment Fund.

Allocation of contributions among the 5 investments are made directly to TSP and
will be effective the next day.

FERS/FSPS employees who are not contributing to TSP, but are receiving the
Agency automatic 1 percent contribution, may invest all or any portion of the
Agency automatic 1 percent contribution in any of the 5 investment funds.

Continued on the next page
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3 Making Fund Allocations (Continued)

C
Using Form
TSP-50

Participants are encouraged to use the TSP website or Thriftline to make
contribution allocations and/or interfund transfer requests.  However, TSP has
developed TSP-50 (Exhibit 1) for participants to request contribution allocations
and/or interfund transfers.  TSP-50 replaces TSP-30 which will become obsolete in
May 2001.  Offices should discard all versions of TSP-30 when they begin using
TSP-50.

Because TSP-50 has been designed to be read by an optical scanner, an original
form must be submitted to TSP.  It will not be available on the TSP website and
photocopies are not acceptable.  

State Offices shall:

& order TSP-50 forms by completing FSA-159 and submitting it to:

USDA WAREHOUSE
9240 Troost Avenue
Kansas City, Missouri 64131

Note: FSA-159 may also be FAXed to the USDA Warehouse at
816-363-1762.

& maintain a supply of original forms

& provide TSP-50 to:

& current participants upon request 
& new participants at time of hire

& not provide employees with a photocopy of the form.
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4 Additional Information

A
National Office
Contacts

National Office empoyees shall contact the appropriate office according to this
table for information.

IF employee needs to... THEN...

& obtain TSP forms & go to Room 0086-South
& obtain a plan summary booklet & go to Room 5700, L Street

& download forms from the Internet at  www.tsp.gov  
& contact the Services Unit at 418-9135 or 418-9136.

obtain TSP policy information or & go to Room 5700, L Street
guidance

& contact the Performance Management, Benefits, and
Awards Branch (PMBAB) at 418-9021 or 418-9039.

B
Field Contacts Field Office employees shall contact the appropriate office, according to this table,

for additional information.

Location Contact

KCAO and KCCO Servicing Personnel Clerk, Processing Section,
APFO Personnel Division at 816-926-6225
RMA Kansas City Offices
St. Louis Office

RMA Regional Service and Darla Hensley, HRD, PMBAB, at 202-418-9021
Compliance Offices Susan Brown, HRD, PMBAB at 202-418-9039
FAS Overseas

State Office Administrative Officer

County Office State Office

C
TSP Website TSP forms, publications, and monthly rates of returns are available on the Internet

at www.tsp.gov. 
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TSP-50, TSP Investment Allocation

A
Sample of
TSP-50

Continued on the next page
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Notice PM-2240 Exhibit 1

TSP-50, TSP Investment Allocation (Continued)

A
Sample of
TSP-50
(Continued)


